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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03 May 2001 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 and is being considered by the examiner except for the other 
prior art reference Item (1) - "Australian Office Action dated September 12, 2002 issued in a 
counterpart application, namely, Appln. No. 97512/01." 

Regarding other prior art section Item (1), page 2 was not included in the reference. 

Drawings 

2. Figure 1, 2, 3 A, 3B should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art-- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wong 
(WO 93/21715) 

Regarding Claim 1, Wong discloses a method for processing messages in a cellular 
base station system (Fig. 1) including a plurality of subsystems (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 9, lines 
11-16), comprising the steps of: 

generating, in a source subsystem (38, 40, 42), a message heading code fields which 
hereinafter reads on the claimed "header" including an information field which hereinafter 
reads on the claimed "interface version field" having a source current running software 
version value (see pg. 5, line 9-17; Figs. 2, 3, 5); 

generating, in the source subsystem (38, 40, 42), a message by assembling the generated 
message header and at least one information field (see pg. 5, line 9-17; Figs. 2, 3, 5); and 

transmitting the generated message from the source subsystem (38, 40, 42) to a target 
subsystem (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 5, line 6-11; pg. 5, line 22 - pg. 6, line 8; pg. 9, lines 11-16; 
abstract; Figs. 1, 2, 3, 5), where this signaling protocol can be used between different types of 
communication systems as in this case a cellular base station system in which the base station 
controller and base station manager would be inherent. 
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Regarding Claim 2, Wong discloses a method for processing messages in a cellular 
base station system (see Fig. 1) including a plurality of subsystems (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 9, 
lines 11-16), comprising the steps of: 

adding at least one field to a message format exchanged between the plurality of 
subsystems (38, 40, 42) in a software update process used by the plurality of subsystems (38, 
40, 42) (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 16, lines 16-17; pg. 17, lines 4-8; 
abstract; Figs. 5, 7, 9, 10), where messages include an inserted label field and information 
block indicating the software package or release being used in which each package has a 
different message length based on the software package installed; 

receiving, in a target subsystem (38, 40, 42), a message containing at least a message 
header from a source subsystem (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 5, line 9-17; Fig. 1, 2, 5, 7, 10); 

comparing, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), a source current running version value 
contained in the received message header with a target current running version of the target 
subsystem (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 5, line 22 - pg. 6, line 8; pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 15, lines 2- 
18), where the communications takes place between the systems and subscribers which have 
different corresponding software packages and features; 

processing, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the received message including the 
added field, if the source current running version value is equivalent to the target current 
running version value (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 14, lines 3-32; pg. 15, 
lines 2-18; Fig. 1), where the systems will provide a handshake to determine which software 
version and features are running on the systems so the target system can know how to handle 
received messages; and 
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processing, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the received message excluding the 
added field, if the source current running version value is not equivalent to the target current 
running version value (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 14, lines 3-32; pg. 15, 
lines 2-18; Fig. 1), where the systems will provide a handshake to determine which software 
version and features are running on the systems so the target system can know how to handle 
received messages. 

Regarding Claim 3, Wong teaches of having a method wherein the target subsystem 
(38, 40, 42) includes a transmission/reception buffer, a size of which is set to a value capable 
of accepting the received message including the added field (see pg. 6, lines 24-3 1; pg. 13, 
lines 20-29; pg. 16, lines 16-17; pg. 17, lines 4-8; Figs. 5, 7, 9, 10), where messages include 
an inserted label field and information block indicating the software package or release being 
used in which each software package has a different message length based on the software 
installed and the target system is able to handle messages of different lengths, therefore a 
buffer would be inherent . 

Regarding Claim 4, Wong discloses a method for processing messages in a cellular 
base station system (Fig. 1) including a plurality of subsystems (38, 40, 42), comprising the 
steps of: 

adding at least one field to a message format exchanged between the plurality of 
subsystems (38, 40, 42) in a software update process used by the plurality of subsystems (38, 
40, 42) (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 16, lines 16-17; pg. 17, lines 4-8; 
abstract; Figs. 5, 7, 9, 10), where messages include an inserted label field and information 
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block indicating the software package or release being used in which each software package 
has a different message length based on the software package installed; 

generating, in a source subsystem (38, 40, 42), a message heading code fields which 
reads on the claimed "header" including an information field which reads on the claimed 
"interface version field" having a source current running version value (see pg. 5, line 9-17; 
Figs. 2, 3, 5); 

generating, in the source subsystem (38, 40, 42), a message by assembling the generated 
message header and at least one information field (see pg. 5, line 9-17; Figs. 2, 3, 5); 

transmitting the generated message from the source subsystem to a target subsystem (see 
pg. 5, line 6-1 1; pg. 5, line 22 - pg. 6, line 8; pg. 9, lines 1 1-16; abstract; Figs. 1, 2, 3, 5), 
where this signaling protocol can be used between different types of communication systems 
(e.g., cellular base station system) in which the base station controller and base station 
manager would be inherent; 

comparing, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the source current running version value 
in the received message header with a target current running version value of the target 
subsystem (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 5, line 22 - pg. 6, line 8; pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 15, lines 2- 
18), where the communications takes place between the systems and subscribers which have 
different corresponding software packages and features; 

processing, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the received message including the 
added field, if the source current running version value is equivalent to the target current 
running version value (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 14, lines 3-32; pg. 15, 
lines 2-18; Fig. 1), where the systems will provide a handshake to determine which software 
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version and features are running on the systems so the target system can know how to handle 
received messages; and 

processing, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the received message excluding the 
added field, if the source current running version value is not equivalent to the target current 
running version value (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 14, lines 3-32; pg. 15, 
lines 2-18; Fig. 1), where the systems will provide a handshake to determine which software 
version and features are running on the systems so the target system can know how to handle 
received messages. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wong (WO 

93/21715) in view of Rojestal (US 6,074,435) and Scholz et aL (US 5,421,017) 

Regarding Claim 5, Wong teaches of having a method for processing messages in a 
cellular base station subsystem including a plurality of subsystems (38, 40, 42), comprising 
the steps of: adding at least one field to a message format exchanged between the plurality of 
subsystems in an update process of software used by the plurality of subsystems (38, 40, 42) 
(see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, lines 20-29; pg. 16, lines 16-17; pg. 17, lines 4-8; Fig. 1), 
where messages include an inserted label field and information block indicating the software 
package or release being used in which each software package has a different message length 
based on the software installed. Wong fails to disclose the base station manager backing up a 
previous software version and a base station restarting during installation of downloaded 
software. However, the examiner maintains that having the base station manager backing up 
a previous software version and a base station to restart during installation of downloaded 
software was well known in the art, as taught by Scholz et al. and Rojestal. 

In the same field of endeavor, Scholz et al. teaches of having the controlling system 
which reads on the claimed "base station manager" having a previous software version to 
revert back to (see col. 4, lines 17-33; col. 5, lines 19-31), where the control system has a 
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switch-over process to allow switching between versions of software in which a system can 
return to the previous software version. Wong and Scholz et al. fails to disclose having the 
base station restart during installation of downloaded software. However, the examiner 
maintains that having a base station to restart during installation of downloaded software was 
well known in the art, as taught by Rojestal. 

In the same field of endeavor, Rojestal teaches of having the base station (107) restart 
(ref 77) during the downloading of software (see col. 4, lines 48-63; col. 6, lines 5-12; Figs. 
7, 10, 11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wong, Scholz et al., and Rojestal to 
have a method for processing messages in a cellular base station subsystem including a 
plurality of subsystems, comprising the steps of: adding at least one field to a message format 
exchanged between the plurality of subsystems in an update process of software used by the 
plurality of subsystems; installing, in a base station manager for controlling the base station 
system, an updated version of the software and then backing-up a previous version of the 
software; and downloading a selected one of the updated version and the previous version 
of the software from the base station manager and installing the downloaded software, when 
at least one of the plurality of subsystems restarts. 

The advantage of combining the teachings of Wong, Scholz et al., and Rojestal is to 
remotely be able to download and replace the software with a newer version in a base 
transceiver station. 
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Regarding Claim 6, the combination of Wong, Scholz et al, and Rojestal disclose 
everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 5), in addition Wong further teaches of a 
method further comprising the steps of: 

transmitting, in a source subsystem (38, 40, 42), a message having a message header 
including an interface version field having a source current running version value to a target 
subsystem (see pg. 5, line 6-11; pg. 5, line 22 - pg. 6, line 8; pg. 9, lines 11-16; abstract; Figs. 
1, 2, 3, 5), where this signaling protocol can be used between different types of 
communication systems (e.g., cellular base station system) in which the base station 
controller and base station manager would be inherent; 

detecting, in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the source current running version value 
from the received message header (see pg. 5, lines 9-17; pg. 5, line 22 - pg. 6, line 8; pg. 6, 
lines 24-31; pg. 15, lines 2-18), where the information field determines which software 
package is running on the system when communications takes place between the subsystems 
and subscribers which have different corresponding software packages and features; 

processing in the target subsystem (38, 40, 42), the received message using the updated 
version of the software, if the source current running version value is equivalent to a target 
current running version value of the target subsystem (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 
13, lines 20-29; pg. 14, lines 3-32; pg. 15, lines 2-18; Fig. 1), where the systems will provide 
a handshake to determine which software version and features are running on the systems so 
the target system can know how to handle received messages; and 

processing, in the target subsystem, the received message using the previous version of 
the software, if the source current running version value is not equivalent to the target current 
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running version value of the target subsystem (38, 40, 42) (see pg. 6, lines 24-31; pg. 13, 
lines 20-29; pg. 14, lines 3-32; pg. 15, lines 2-18; Fig. 1), where the systems will provide a 
handshake to determine which software version and features are running on the systems so 
the target system can know how to handle received messages. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



a. Pehrson (US 6,339,705) discloses Management of Multiple Types of Radio Base 
Stations in a Telecommunication System, 

b. Anzai et aL (US 5,982,762) discloses Wireless LAN System, Base Station Device and 
Wireless Terminal Device Therefor, and Method For Relaying Information Frame. 



examiner should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8636. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (703) 305-4379. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-3180. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-5424. 



disclosure. 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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12 December 2003 




